DISCUSSION.
Mr. CLAYTON Fox said that when he first examined the case it seemed to him to be one of pneumatocele. He thought he could displace the whole of the tumour into the larynx. On further examination he found that he was displacing fluid into the lateral parts of the neck. From its position and mobility with the larynx during deglutition, he thought it was either a cyst of the thyro-glossal duct, or one arising from a diverticulum of the ventricle, as described by Mr. Bland-Sutton, most probably the latter.
Mr. WESTMACOTT did not consider that the tumour was in the position of the thyro-glossal duct; it was too low down and to one side. In his opinion it was more like a cystic bronchocele. The THE patient, a man aged 28. always subject to bad colds, sixteen days before this note was written, experienced soreness of the nose, and applied various ointments without relief. Eight years ago he had lumps in the right groin, and two years ago he was treated for some form of penile disease. During the last two or three years he has had cough, and about three weeks ago he was told that he had a patch of pleurisy, which he located below the right clavicle. There is no family history of phthisis, and further tests for syphilis and tuberculosis had not been carried out.
Dr. DUNDAS GRANT said his impression was that this destruction of the ala of the nose was the result of a rupial syphilitic change coming on, as these did, before the usual time for tertiary symptoms to show themselves, and that this would explain the penile trouble, which was not a sore but a discharge, and probably a case of intra-urethral chancre.
Dr. KELSON said he thought it was a typical tertiary syphilide.
The PRESIDENT remarked that he had had a similar case some years ago, before the discovery of the Wassermann test; in that case the most active antisyphilitic treatment did not succeed in arresting the disease. The man lost his nose and part of his cheek, and then he lost sight of him. At the Laryngological Society, Dr. McBride showed some cases of pernicious ulceration on the nose, spreading to the face, which were not amenable to antisyphilitic treatment.
